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was the minister whose government overthrew Napoleon
and concluded a peace which lasted for nearly forty
years.
Castlereagh is the statesman whom the popular
instinct of his own and later times has identified with
the evil spirit of anti-popular government. In Ireland
his name stands for the cruelty with which the rebellion
of 1798 was repressed and the corruption with which
the Union was carried; in England it stands for the Six
Acts and the policy they represented j in Europe for the
Holy Alliance. When he died the country rejoiced;
when he was buried the mob of Westminster cheered
in triumph. He was the scapegoat of that obsolete
toryism which went out of office with Eldon, and was
finally extinguished by the Reform Bill. Yet Castle-
reagh, though trained in a narrow school and fallen on
evil times, was a statesman. He was equal, and more
than equal, to every position he occupied. His Irish
policy was odious in its methods, but successful in its
results, and it must be recorded in his honour that he
never faltered in his support of the Catholic claims.
At the Congress of Vienna he held his own among the
assembled statesmen of Europe; and if in the settlement
of 1815 the rights of peoples were subordinated to the
will of kings, it must be remembered that, to the Tory
mind of that age, the rights of peoples were only another
name for those revolutionary ideas which England and
Europe had combated for more than twenty years. He
led the House of Commons for ten years, with Canning
chafing at his side and Peel fast rising to eminence and
authority. He had neither the commanding eloquence
of the one, nor the administrative capacity of the other;